This book provides tools to understand the apparent irrelevance of formal political institutions and practices to social life. In order to enable us to begin to rethink the relations between politics and society, Michael Drake ably synthesises the new theoretical developments that social transformations have produced, including the analysis of power, representation, social identities, social movements, sovereignty, statehood, globalization, revolution, risk and security. Ultimately, the book explores the emergent potentialities and problems of this new politics in a world of continuous transformation, where the parameters of the political are continuously shifting.
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FEATURES
• Accessible, up-to-date textbook overview of a major discipline in sociology.
• Addresses the apparent irrelevance of formal political institutions and practices to people's everyday social life.
• Provides tools to assess and rethink the relations between politics and society.
• Includes analyses of power, representation, social identities, social movements, sovereignty, statehood, globalization, revolution, risk and security.
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